Crockerton Forum                          March 23rd, 2009. 

7th Meeting –at Bath Arms, Crockerton, 7.30pm – 4th March 2009 
Present: Thomas Minter, Pamela Johnson, Dale Thatcher, Tracey McDermott

Apologies: Colette Carson

Graham Dopheide (Chair) opened the meeting shortly after 7.30pm and welcomed everyone to the meeting.

Mobile

Graham had previously asked members of the Forum to consider the most useful mechanisms for communicating regarding the upcoming ‘Mobile’ project. A number of suggestions were made:

Flyers to letterboxes of nearest residents

Local radio (3TR / GWR) informing of road closures

E-mail

Letter drop to residents of Potters Hill and Broadmead Lane

Parish Magazine (or flyer in Parish Magazine)

Governor Newsletter

School web-site – the point was made that not everyone knows the school web-site address and this needs to be published at the back of the parish magazine

Other points were noted:

· Contact with the Highways Agency to arrange permission / statutory notices regarding road closures

· What equipment is being used?

· When is it being brought to site?

· Is it going to be stored locally prior to use? If so, where?

Parking

Following on the last meeting, Mrs Thatcher advised that her husband had written to Highways and Parish Council regarding poor parking. She advised that so far there had been no response from Highways, but that they had already been visited by PCSO Ian Owen (as he had been at the Parish Council meeting where Mr Thatcher’s letter had been discussed) (Ed note: I have also been visited by PCSO Ian Owen, and have also written to Mr Thatcher from the school).

The suggestion was made to sacrifice the wall in front of the new mobile to make for more staff parking. Both Thomas and Dale confirmed that ‘varying existing planning permission’ as a minor amendment with the District Planning Officer is a common occurrence. (Ed note: this suggestion has been validated post the meeting and rejected as the space gained does not allow for more than the existing 5 cars already allowed for, and further reduces the playground area. This will be clearly seen with the layout map for the mobile included with the Governor Newsletter). 

One of the suggestions made at the Open Forum meeting of 27th January was that the lease of the playing field be further investigated in relation to parking. It is confirmed that this has been done and the lease does not allow for this.

Integrated Travel Plan

The suggestion was made that a representative from the Diocese should be asked to attend at least one of the Open Forum meetings so that residents could better understand the future strategy of the school.

· Graham to approach the Diocese

There was discussion around the costing of bus transport for the school. It was confirmed by Tracey that this has already been done in previous meetings, but Dale and Pam have asked to review the costings.

· Graham to ask Colette to provide details

It was suggested that the school should be looking at a longer term solution in conjunction with a number of agencies to develop an integrated solution to transport and carbon footprint. Thomas suggested that data metrics related to traffic to and from the school need to be gathered and that a traffic plan consultant should be engaged to assess the situation and advise on solutions. It was also suggested that this would be better informed by demographic data in relation to parents. 

· Following on the meeting Thomas has done a considerable amount of work around traffic consultants and has gained some initial costing information. He has also asked that the Governing body of the school ‘buys into’ the plan. Graham has raised this at the Governing body on 10th March and confirmed that Thomas will be invited to a future meeting of the Governing Body to discuss his proposal

The meeting closed at 21.30. 

The next meeting will be 29th April at 19.30 at the Bath Arms

Post Meeting:
Following on from the meeting Sara Venton (parent), Nicky Holton (parent) and Caroline Law (resident) have confirmed that they are standing down as representatives on the Crockerton Forum. A request for additional volunteers amongst the parents has been made.
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